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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 1-9, 25, and 29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 25 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wu et al., US Pub No. 2002/0174436 in view of Paul et al., US Pub No 
2003/0172108 in view of Matsumoto, US Pub No. 2002/0188461 , in view of Kuno et al., 
US Patent No. 6,378,031 , and further in view of Harada et al., US Pub No. 
2002/0120927. 

As to claim 1 Wu et al. disclose: 

an information processing apparatus comprising: a transmitter configured to 
transmit request information, the request information requesting related information 
related to a song in a broadcast program being received ([0027]; [0037] - consumers 
transmit to server 15 related to content heard on TV) and including at least one of a 
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song title of the song or an artist name of the artist of the song ([0037] - artist and title 
are returned as responses to demand stimulus); 

a receiver configured to receive the related information corresponding to the 
request information, the related information including the song title and the artist name, 
and an identification code indicative of a right to receive a particular service upon 
purchase of a content, as a response to the transmitted request, wherein the particular 
service is related to the broadcast program being received ([0037]; [0050] - a 
subscriber receives related information, including song title and artist name, and an 
electronic coupon via email. Since the coupon is electronic, it is an identification code, 
and coupons contain a right to receive a service upon purchase of content); 

a memory configured to store the related information and the identification code 
which has been received ([0058]; Fig. 8 - the consumer system is a personal computer 
or set top box which receives emails, known in the art to contain memory to store the 
email); 

a display configured to display the related information stored in the memory 
([0058]; Fig. 8 - the consumer system is a personal computer or set top box which 
receives emails, known in the art to contain a display to display the contents of the 
email). 

Wu et al. fail to disclose that the request information is transmitted continuously 
at a particular interval. 

However, in an analogous art, Paul et al. disclose continuously transmitting 
additional data requests at a particular interval (Paragraph 42). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Wu et al. with the teachings of Paul et al. by 
continuously transmitting additional data requests. The rationale for this modification 
would have been to continually request and receive updated information from the 
server. 

The combined system of Wu and Paul fails to disclose that the related 
information includes an album number corresponding to the song. 

However, in an analogous art, Matsumoto discloses related information including 
an album number corresponding to a song ([0062]-[0063]; [0124]; [0217]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu and Paul with the teachings of 
Matsumoto, the rationale being to simplify the purchase of the music. 

The combined system of Wu, Paul, and Matsumoto fails to disclose that the 
identification code includes an issuer of the identification code, a purpose of the 
identification code, a location at which the identification code can be used to receive the 
particular service, an expiration date of the identification code and a code identifier 
corresponding to the identification code. 

However, Examiner takes official notice of the fact that all of these features were 
well known and widely used features of coupons at the time the invention was made. 
For example, coupons, whether electronic or paper, usually have all of this information 
so that users can know when, where, and how the coupon can be used. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, and Matsumoto by including these features, 
the rationale being to enable users to know when and how to utilize the coupon. 

The combined system of Wu, Paul, and Matsumoto fails to disclose storing time 
information indicating when the related information and the identification code were 
stored. 

However, in an analogous art, Kuno discloses a set top box storing time 
information indicating when a file was stored (col. 9 lines 47-51). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, and Matsumoto with the 
teachings of Kuno, the rationale being to create a robust file system within the set top 
box. 

The combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, and Kuno fails to disclose that 
the related information and identification code have stored a memory location identifying 
a location at which the song corresponding to both the related information and the 
identification code is stored. 

However, in an analogous art, Harada discloses additional information which 
contains a pointer (memory location) to the content to which it refers ([0074]; Fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, and Kuno with the 
teachings of Harada, the rationale being to ensure that received additional information 
and identification codes are properly associated with the correct content. 
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As to claims 25 and 29 see similar rejection of claim 1 . The method of claim 25 
and the program of claim 29 correspond to the apparatus of claim 1 . Therefore claims 
25 and 29 have been analyzed and rejected. 

3. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu, 
Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Maritzen et al., US Pub No 2002/0026419. 

As to claim 2 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
fail to disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
transmitter is configured to transmit the identification code together with purchase 
request information requesting purchase of a content, and the receiver is configured to 
receive content data corresponding to the purchase request information, as well as 
additional data corresponding to the identification code. 

However, in an analogous art, Maritzen et al. disclose a system where television 
viewers can utilize a digital coupon to receive a discount on purchases, and that these 
coupons are "clipped" after a purchase (Paragraph 61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
with the teachings of Maritzen by transmitting coupons with purchase requests and 
subsequently receiving the purchased content as well as a clipped coupon (i.e. 
additional data corresponding to the identification code). The rationale for this 
modification would have been to enable viewers to instantly purchase items, receive a 
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discount on tliose items, and to enable servers to "clip" the coupons for limited use 
during subsequent transactions. All the claimed elements were known in the prior art 
and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known 
methods with no change in their respective functions, and the combination would have 
yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

As to claim 3 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
transmitter is configured to transmit user identification information to identify a user (Wu 
Fig. 6: 93). 

The combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada fail to disclose 
transmitting purchase request information requesting purchase of a content and the 
identification code. However, in an analogous art, Maritzen et al. disclose a system 
where television viewers can utilize a digital coupon to receive a discount on purchases, 
and that these coupons are "clipped" after a purchase (Paragraph 61). 

4. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Wu, 
Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Leonard et al., US Pub No 2002/0046109. 

As to claim 4 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
fails to disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
receiver is configure to receive plural identification codes each being the identification 
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code, and the transmitter is configured to transmit purchase request information 
requesting purchase of a content, and the plural identification codes. 

However, in an analogous art, Leonard et al. disclose applying a plurality of e- 
coupons to a single purchase (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
with the teachings of Leonard et al. by receiving plural coupons from the server and 
transmitting these plural coupons with a purchase request. The rationale for this 
modification would have been to enable subscribers to benefit from larger discounts on 
purchases. 

As to claim 5 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
and Leonard disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 4, 

wherein the plural identification codes transmitted by the transmitter are those that can 
be used for a purpose of purchase indicated by the purchase request information, 
among the plural identification codes received by the receiver (Leonard Abstract). 

5. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Wu, 
Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Maritzen et al., US Pub No 2002/0026419 in view of Giuliani et al., US Patent No 
5,974,399. 

As to claim 6 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
fails to disclose that, in response to an instruction to purchase the arbitrary content, the 
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transmitter is configured to transmit the identification code indicative of a right to receive 
a particular service together with purchase request information requesting purchase of 
the arbitrary content, and the receiver is configured to receive content data 
corresponding to the purchase request information. 

However, in an analogous art, Maritzen et al. disclose a system where television 
viewers can utilize a digital coupon to receive a discount on purchases, and that these 
coupons are "clipped" after a purchase (Paragraph 61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, and Harada 
with the teachings of Maritzen by transmitting coupons with purchase requests and 
subsequently receiving the purchased content as well as a clipped coupon (i.e. 
additional data corresponding to the identification code). The rationale for this 
modification would have been to enable viewers to instantly purchase items, receive a 
discount on those items, and to enable servers to "clip" the coupons for limited use 
during subsequent transactions. 

The combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada and Maritzen fail 
to disclose that the receiver is configured to receive a second identification code 
indicative of a right to allow the user to receive a particular service when the user further 
purchases a content. 

However, in an analogous art, Giuliani et al. disclose that receiving a coupon 
upon purchasing a particular item was known in the art at the time of the invention (col. 
1 lines 29-35). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada and 
Maritzen with the teachings of Giuliani et al. by supplying a subscriber with a second 
coupon upon purchase of an item. The rationale for this modification would have been 
to entice a subscriber to make further purchases, possibly of related items. 

As to claim 7 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada, 
Maritzen and Giuliani disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 
6, wherein the receiver is configured to receive the content data, the second 
identification code, and additional data corresponding to the first identification code 
(Maritzen Paragraph 61 discloses a system where television viewers can utilize a digital 
coupon to receive a discount on purchases, and that these coupons are "clipped" after a 
purchase); receiving a second identification code (Giuliani et al. col. 1 lines 29-35). 

As to claim 8 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada, 
Maritzen and Giuliani disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 
6, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit user identification information to 
identify the user. (Wu Fig. 6: 93); the transmitter is configured to transmit the purchase 
request information and the first identification code (Maritzen Paragraph 61 - coupons 
are used to purchase content, thus coupons and purchase requests are transmitted). 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu, Paul, 
Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada, Maritzen, and Giuliani, as applied to claim 6 above, and 
further in view of Leonard et al., US Pub No 2002/0046109. 
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As to claim 9 the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada, 
Maritzen and Giuliani disclose the information processing apparatus according to claim 

6, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit the first identification codes, and the 
receiver is configured to receive the content data, the second identification code, and 
additional data corresponding to the first identification code (Maritzen Paragraph 61; 
Giuliani col. 1 lines 29-35). 

The combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada, Maritzen and 
Giuliani fail to disclose a plurality of identification codes. 

However, in an analogous art, Leonard et al. disclose applying a plurality of e- 
coupons to a single purchase (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system of Wu, Paul, Matsumoto, Kuno, Harada, 
Maritzen and Giuliani with the teachings of Leonard et al. by receiving plural coupons 
from the server, transmitting these plural coupons with a purchase request, and clipping 
these plural coupons. The rationale for this modification would have been to enable 
subscribers to benefit from larger discounts on purchases. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT HANCE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5319. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ ROBERT HANCE 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2421 Examiner 

Art Unit 2421 



/ROBERT HANCE/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2421 



